
After the great Flood in Noah’s day, many children were born. Everyone alive came from 
the eight people who survived the Flood on the ark. 
God told Noah and his sons, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth.”

A city and a tower
In time Noah’s family grew large. Everyone spoke the same language. And many of them 
decided to build a great city. In the city they wanted to build “a tower whose top is in the 
heavens.” 
The people wanted to be great. They wanted to all stay together in a big city. They didn’t 
spread out as God wanted them to.
Maybe they thought they could build a tower so tall, even a flood couldn’t affect them. 
People didn’t want to obey God, and they didn’t want God to punish them. They were 
listening to the rebellious ideas of the devil, just as Adam and Eve had.

Evil thoughts
God could tell that the people were becoming like the people before the Flood. They had 
evil thoughts and plans.
God watched them. He knew that if they kept going the way they were going, things 
would soon get worse.

God’s plan
“Indeed the people are one and they all have one language, and this is what they begin to 
do,” God said. “Now nothing that they propose to do will be withheld from them.”
Working together, people would do worse and worse things. God didn’t want things to 
get as bad as they were before the Flood so soon. So He decided to do something to slow 
them down.
“Come, let Us go down and there confuse their language, that they may not understand 
one another’s speech” (Genesis 11:6-7).
After God did this miracle, different groups of people could not understand each other. 
They were suddenly talking different languages. If one worker asked another to pass a 
brick, his words didn’t make sense to the other one. It was all very confusing.
So families who spoke the same language began to group together. They began to spread 
out as God had wanted them to all along.

After the Flood, people started to 
build a tower. They didn’t want to 
spread around the world as God 
told them to. God could tell things 
would soon get worse. 
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They stopped building the city and the tower. It became known as Babel. (Babel sounds like the 
Hebrew word for confusion.)

The end of language barriers
Speaking different languages separates people to this day. God plans to reverse this curse in the 
future. 
God did a miracle on the Day of Pentecost that shows His power to break down language barri-
ers. 
On Pentecost after Jesus Christ returned to heaven, He got people’s attention. He used a sound 
like a mighty rushing wind to attract a crowd. When they got there, they heard Jesus’ followers 
speaking other languages. 
“Everyone heard them speak in his own language. Then they were all amazed, and marveled, 
saying to one another, ‘Look, are not all these who speak Galileans? And how is it that we hear, 
each in our own language in which we were born?’” (Acts 2:6-8).
God used this special miracle to announce the giving of His Holy Spirit and the start of His 
Church. The Holy Spirit and the Church bring people of different languages together. Instead of 
confusion, God’s people can have understanding and peace.
And when Jesus Christ comes back to the earth, people will all learn to speak a pure language. 
They will no longer listen to the devil’s ideas. They won’t choose to become worse and worse. 
With God’s help they will work together to make things better and better.
Instead of a tower of selfishness and confusion, people will have the chance to build a new world 
of love and peace. The confusion and rebellion at the tower of Babel will be replaced by peace 
and obedience in the Kingdom of God.

Questions
Here are some questions to think about or talk about as a family:
1. Why did the people want to build a tower?
2. How does the devil lead people to do bad things?
3. What would you do if other people suddenly couldn’t understand you? What would you do if 
you couldn’t understand other people?
4. How will the language barriers be removed?
Read more about these events in the following blog posts and articles:
Languages Confused at Babel
The Founding of the Church
The Promise of One Pure Language

quiz time
What happened on the 

Day of Pentecost?

http://lifehopeandtruth.com
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/bible/blog/languages-confused-at-babel/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/bible/bible-study/bible-stories/the-founding-of-the-church/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/bible-questions/blog/the-promise-of-one-pure-language/
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LifeHopeandTruth.com exists to fill a critical void in this world: the lack of understanding about the purpose of life, 
the lack of realistic hope for a better future and the lack of truth!

Neither religion nor science has satisfactorily addressed these issues, so people today are of divided opinions, 
confused or, worst of all, don’t care anymore. The ancient words of the prophet Isaiah ring so true today: “Truth is 
fallen in the street.” Why? Is it because God was right when He warned that humans are inclined to reject Him and 
usually choose not to know Him?

We are here for people who are searching for answers, who are ready to prove all things or who are hungry for more 
than what they’ve been taught most of their lives about God, the Bible, the meaning of life and how to live. We 
want to help you truly understand the good news of the gospel and fulfill Jesus Christ’s admonition to “seek first the 
kingdom of God and His righteousness.”

LifeHopeandTruth.com is sponsored by the Church of God, a Worldwide Association, Inc. It is supported by 
the generous contributions of donors and members of the Church around the world, who make it possible for 
everything on this site to be free of charge based on Jesus Christ’s statement, “Freely you have received, freely give.” 
You will never be charged or made to feel obligated for anything on this site.

The Church of God, a Worldwide Association, has congregations around the world in more than 50 countries, 
with headquarters in the United States near Dallas, Texas. To learn more about the Church, please visit our 
website cogwa.org. 
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