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(The following is drawn mainly from Matthew 1-2 and Luke 1-2.)
Many hundreds of years after the Exodus, on a seemingly ordinary day, a strange 
thing happened to a young woman in Galilee. 
God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to 
be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was 
Mary. The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The 
Lord is with you” (Luke 1:26-27). The angel told her that she would have a son who 
would be the Son of God!

Shepherds, angels and good news!
Several months later Jesus was born, just as the angel had promised. Miracles began 
to happen. Some shepherds were tending their flocks when suddenly an angel 
appeared and told them some good news: “Today, in the city of David, a Savior is 
born. He is Christ the Lord! You’ll find Him in a manger wrapped in swaddling 
clothes.” Then they heard the hosts of heaven rejoicing and saying, “Glory to God 
in the highest.” 
The shepherds hurried to the manger and found the newborn baby, exactly as the 
angel said. How exciting! They announced the wonderful news and praised God 
everywhere they went. 

A heavenly sign
Later, wise men from the East followed a heavenly sign and found Mary and the 
child in a house. “We have seen His star, and we’ve come with gifts to give to the 
King of the Jews.” Then they fell down and worshipped Him. 

Not an ordinary life
Jesus’ life was never ordinary. First, God told His parents to take Him to Egypt for 
several years because Herod, the king of Judea, heard about His birth and wanted 
to kill Him. After Herod died, they came back and lived safely in Nazareth, where 
Jesus grew up.

Jesus came to fulfill many promises. At His birth and baptism, people talked 
about those promises. He came to be the Lamb of God, our Savior and King.
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quiz time
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The Light of the world, the Lamb of God
One of Jesus’ relatives, John the Baptist, was a preacher with a special message: 
“Repent, for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.” He told people about the coming 
of a very special person who would be the “Light of the world.”
John also did another very important thing—he baptized Jesus. When he did, a 
miracle happened. John saw the Spirit of God come down from heaven like a dove 
and rest on Jesus. He heard a voice saying, “You are My beloved Son; in You I am 
well pleased.” 
John realized who Jesus was. The next day, when John and some friends saw Jesus 
walking, John said to them, “There is the Lamb of God!” (You can read this in Mat-
thew 3:14-17 and John 1:29.)
On the Passover 3½ years later, Jesus became the sacrificial Lamb of God. No lon-
ger would an animal’s blood represent the penalty for sin. The very Son of God paid 
that penalty with His life’s blood, once and for all mankind.

Questions
Here are some questions to think about or talk about as a family:
1. What are some of the titles Jesus was given and the promises He would fulfill?
2. What happened when Jesus was baptized?
3. Why was Jesus called the Lamb of God?
Read more in the articles “A Story of the First Passover,” “The Birth of Jesus,” “Je-
sus’ Childhood” and “The Story of John the Baptist.”

quiz time
Who baptized Jesus?
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LifeHopeandTruth.com exists to fill a critical void in this world: the lack of understanding about the purpose of life, 
the lack of realistic hope for a better future and the lack of truth!

Neither religion nor science has satisfactorily addressed these issues, so people today are of divided opinions, 
confused or, worst of all, don’t care anymore. The ancient words of the prophet Isaiah ring so true today: “Truth is 
fallen in the street.” Why? Is it because God was right when He warned that humans are inclined to reject Him and 
usually choose not to know Him?

We are here for people who are searching for answers, who are ready to prove all things or who are hungry for more 
than what they’ve been taught most of their lives about God, the Bible, the meaning of life and how to live. We 
want to help you truly understand the good news of the gospel and fulfill Jesus Christ’s admonition to “seek first the 
kingdom of God and His righteousness.”

LifeHopeandTruth.com is sponsored by the Church of God, a Worldwide Association, Inc. It is supported by 
the generous contributions of donors and members of the Church around the world, who make it possible for 
everything on this site to be free of charge based on Jesus Christ’s statement, “Freely you have received, freely give.” 
You will never be charged or made to feel obligated for anything on this site.

The Church of God, a Worldwide Association, has congregations around the world in more than 50 countries, 
with headquarters in the United States near Dallas, Texas. To learn more about the Church, please visit our 
website cogwa.org. 
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