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God led Israel around in the wilderness for 40 years. During that time, the generation that 
had disobeyed God after leaving Egypt died. 
As He led the people near the Jordan River, God called Moses, their leader, up to the top of 
Mount Nebo, just across from Jericho. Even though God had told Moses he would not be 
able to cross the Jordan and enter the land, God took him to a place where he could look 
across the river and see the Promised Land before he died.
So Moses died there. He was 120 years old. God chose Joshua to be Israel’s new leader. God 
wanted him to go into the Promised Land and take over the cities. 
Jericho was the first city in their path. It was a well-fortified city with large walls around it.

Joshua sends spies to Jericho
Joshua sent two men to search out the land, especially Jericho. They came to the house 
of Rahab and stayed there. (Rahab was not living the right way at this time, but God was 
planning to use her for a special purpose.)
Someone in Jericho noticed the spies. The king was told, “Men have come here tonight 
from the children of Israel to search out the country.” So the king of Jericho sent his 
servants to Rahab. They told her, “Bring out the men who came to your house. They are 
spies!”

Rahab hides the spies
Rahab had taken the two men up on the roof and hidden them under some stalks of flax. 
She told the king’s men, “Yes, the men came to me. I didn’t know where they were from. 
They left when it was dark. I don’t know where they went, but if you hurry, you may catch 
them.” 
The king’s men left to try to find the two spies.
What Rahab said was not true. It seems she did not understand God’s law about not lying 
then.
Rahab went up to the roof to talk with the two men. She told them that Jericho’s people 
had heard about Israel. They heard how God had delivered His people from Egypt and 
dried up the Red Sea so Israel could cross over. 
She said, “I know that your God is God in heaven and on earth. I beg you, since I have 
shown you kindness, that you also show kindness to me and my family. Spare my parents, 
my brothers and sisters, and all that they have. Don’t let us die!”
The men told her that if she and her family kept this secret, they would be spared. They 
would be treated kindly and fairly.

Rahab lived in Jericho, but she feared the God of Israel. She protected the Israelite spies and 
asked them to remember and protect her family.
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escaping through the window
Rahab’s house had been built on the wall of the city. So Rahab let down a rope through the 
window. The spies climbed down and were able to escape. The men told Rahab to hang a scarlet 
cord in the window so they would know which house was hers. They said, “Bring your family 
into your home.”
The men then said, “If you tell anyone about us, our agreement will be ended.” She agreed. She 
sent them away and left the scarlet cord in the window.
The spies escaped from the city. They hid in the mountains for three days until the king’s men 
quit looking for them. Then they returned to Joshua and told him all that had happened to them. 
They said, “God has delivered all the land into our hands. The people are afraid because of us.”
God stopped the Jordan River so that Joshua could lead Israel across—on dry land! This miracle 
was like when God led Israel across the Red Sea on dry land. 
God delivered Jericho into Israel’s hands as He had promised. (The rest of this story continues in 
the Bible story “Joshua at Jericho: The Walls Fall Down.”)

remembering rahab
Joshua remembered the promise to Rahab. He sent the two spies to her house and brought her 
and her family safely out of Jericho.
Rahab was allowed to live peacefully in Israel the rest of her life because she protected the spies. 
She helped Israel come into the Promised Land.
Later Rahab married a man named Salmon. They had a son named Boaz, who married Ruth. 
Boaz and Ruth had a son named Obed. Obed was the father of Jesse, who was the father of King 
David. This lineage continues down to the birth of Jesus Christ (Matthew 1:1-16).
Rahab is mentioned in the Faith Chapter as being a woman of faith (Hebrews 11:31). Rahab is 
a good example of a woman who changed. She saw the many works of God and chose to trust 
God. As she learned His laws, she learned to obey God too. 

Questions
Here are some questions to think about or talk about as a family:
1. Who became the leader of Israel after Moses died?
2. How many spies did Joshua send to Jericho?
3. Whose house did the spies go to in Jericho?
4. What did the woman do when the king’s men came looking for the spies? Did she know all 

of God’s laws then?
5. How did the men escape from her house?
6. What did the spies tell the woman to hang in her window so that she would be spared when 

Israel’s armies came to Jericho?
7. Were Rahab and her family protected when the walls fell down?
8. Did Rahab believe that God would save her and her family? Did she learn God’s laws and 

learn to obey?
Read more about Rahab in Joshua 2 and 6:22-25 and see the rest of the story in the Bible story 
“Joshua at Jericho: The Walls Fall Down.”

quiz time
What happened 

to Rahab after the 
walls fell down?
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LifeHopeandTruth.com exists to fill a critical void in this world: the lack of understanding about the purpose of life, 
the lack of realistic hope for a better future and the lack of truth!

Neither religion nor science has satisfactorily addressed these issues, so people today are of divided opinions, 
confused or, worst of all, don’t care anymore. The ancient words of the prophet Isaiah ring so true today: “Truth is 
fallen in the street.” Why? Is it because God was right when He warned that humans are inclined to reject Him and 
usually choose not to know Him?

We are here for people who are searching for answers, who are ready to prove all things or who are hungry for more 
than what they’ve been taught most of their lives about God, the Bible, the meaning of life and how to live. We 
want to help you truly understand the good news of the gospel and fulfill Jesus Christ’s admonition to “seek first the 
kingdom of God and His righteousness.”

LifeHopeandTruth.com is sponsored by the Church of God, a Worldwide Association, Inc. It is supported by 
the generous contributions of donors and members of the Church around the world, who make it possible for 
everything on this site to be free of charge based on Jesus Christ’s statement, “Freely you have received, freely give.” 
You will never be charged or made to feel obligated for anything on this site.

The Church of God, a Worldwide Association, has congregations around the world in more than 50 countries, 
with headquarters in the United States near Dallas, Texas. To learn more about the Church, please visit our 
website cogwa.org. 
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