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The story of Moses in Egypt began many years before he was born. Back then a 
relative named Joseph was sold into slavery in Egypt. After several years Joseph 
gained favor with the Pharaoh and was made a powerful ruler, next to the Pharaoh 
in command. 
Joseph’s father, Jacob, and his family came to Egypt during a famine. They stayed 
there and prospered. Jacob’s name had been changed to Israel (Genesis 32:28). His 
family and their descendants became known as Israelites. They were also called 
Hebrews.
After many years Joseph and all his brothers died. But the Israelites continued to 
increase and grew great in number. They became very powerful throughout Egypt 
(Exodus 1:6-7). 
Then there arose a new Pharaoh over Egypt who did not know Joseph. He told 
the Egyptians that the people of Israel were becoming too powerful. “We need to 
do something so that they don’t take over our land.” So they made slaves of the 
Israelites and worked them hard to build their buildings and cities.
For many, many years Israel served as slaves, and their lives became difficult and 
miserable. 

The birth of Moses
Even as slaves, the children of Israel still grew great in numbers. The more they 
were mistreated by the Egyptians, the more they multiplied. The Pharaoh came up 
with a plan to keep them from increasing. He gave a command that all sons born to 
Israelites be killed.
Moses’ parents already had a son, Aaron, and daughter, Miriam, before this 
command was given.
Soon the mother had another son. When she saw this beautiful baby, she hid him 
for about three months.

A floating basket
When his mother could no longer hide him, she made a small basket from the 
grasses growing along the river. She sealed it with asphalt and pitch so it would 
float. Then she placed her baby into it and put it near the river’s bank. His sister, 
Miriam, watched from a distance to see what would happen. 

God’s people Israel were slaves in Egypt. They cried out to God for deliverance, and He heard 
them. He chose Moses to do this job. Here is the beginning of Moses’ story from Exodus 1-4.
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quiz time
Why did Pharaoh make the 

Israelites slaves?
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Soon the Pharaoh’s daughter came down to the river to bathe. Her maidservants 
were with her. She saw the basket floating near the river’s bank and sent her maid to 
get it. 
As she opened it up, she saw the baby. The baby began crying. She felt sorry for the 
baby and knew he was a Hebrew child.
Miriam came to her and asked, “Should I find someone from among the Hebrew 
women to nurse the baby for you?” Pharaoh’s daughter told her to go and find such 
a woman. Miriam returned to her mother and told her what had happened. She 
came quickly. 
Pharaoh’s daughter said, “Take this child and nurse him for me, and I will pay 
you.” Moses’ mother gladly took the baby—her son—home and nursed him.

Raised by Pharaoh’s daughter
The child grew, and when he was old enough to be weaned from his mother, she 
brought him back to Pharaoh’s daughter. He became the son of the Pharaoh’s 
daughter. She called his name Moses, saying, “Because I drew him out of the 
water.”
So Moses was born to a Hebrew mother but raised by Pharaoh’s daughter. He had a 
good life and was well educated. He also knew his real family history and knew he 
was a Hebrew by birth.

Visiting his people
When Moses was older, he went out one day and saw some Hebrew slaves working. 
As he watched, he thought about how hard they had to work. Then he saw an 
Egyptian beating one of them.
Moses became angry and looked around to see if anyone was watching. Then he 
killed the Egyptian and hid his body in the sand. 
When Pharaoh heard about this, he wanted Moses to be killed. Moses feared for his 
life. He ran away to a land called Midian. 
In Midian he met and married a woman called Zipporah, and they had two sons. 
He spent many years working for her father taking care of his sheep.

The burning bush
One day Moses was tending his father-in-law’s sheep near Mount Horeb. Suddenly 
he saw a bush burning. He was surprised. The bush was on fire but was not being 
burned up. He asked himself, “Why isn’t this bush burning up?”
Just then a voice came from the bush, saying, “Moses, take off your sandals. You’re 
standing on holy ground. I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob. I have seen the misery of My people in Egypt and heard their cries. I 
will bring them out of slavery from the Egyptians and bring them to a land flowing 
with milk and honey.
“I will send you to Pharaoh so that you may lead My people out of Egypt. Pharaoh 
will not let them go. But I will strike Egypt with My wonders, and after that he will 
let My people go.”

quiz time
Who found Moses floating in 
a basket near the river bank?

quiz time
What was so unique about 

the burning bush?
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Moses asked, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh, and bring the children of 
Israel out of Egypt?”
God answered, “I will be with you.”
Then Moses said, “But when I come to the children of Israel and say, ‘The God of 
your fathers has sent me,’ they will ask me Your name. What shall I tell them?”
And God said, “I AM WHO I AM.” And He said, “You shall say to the children of 
Israel, ‘I AM’ has sent me.”
“Go to Egypt and gather the elders of Israel together. Say to them, ‘The Lord God 
of your fathers appeared to me, saying, “I have seen what is being done to My 
people in Egypt.”’ Then go to the Pharaoh of Egypt and say to him, ‘The Lord God 
of the Hebrews has met with us; and now, please, let us travel three days into the 
wilderness, that we may sacrifice to our God.’ Pharaoh will not let you go. But after 
I do My wonders, then he will let you go.”
Moses then told God, “The elders may not believe me, or they may say that You 
have not appeared to me.”
God said, “What is in your hand?”
Moses answered, “A rod.”
God said, “Throw it on the ground.”
So he threw it on the ground, and it became a snake.
Moses was afraid and ran away. Then God said, “Grab it by the tail.”
Moses came back and reached out his hand and caught it. It became a rod again. 
“By this sign the elders will know that I have appeared to you,” God said. “If they 
don’t believe you, I will give you other signs that will cause them to believe you.”

More excuses
Moses still did not want to return to Egypt. He was trying to find a reason to not 
go. He said to God, “I don’t speak well.”
Then God said, “I will teach you what to say.”
Moses said, “Please send someone else.”
Then God became angry with Moses. He said, “Aaron, your brother, speaks well. 
Now you will speak to him and tell him what to say.”
Moses finally realized that he was going to have to obey God and go back to Egypt. 
God had chosen him. (This was the reason Moses had been saved from being killed 
as a baby. God was going to use Moses to help deliver the Israelites from slavery.)

Back to Egypt
He returned to his father-in-law and said, “Please let me return to my family in 
Egypt, and see whether they are still alive.”
He told Moses, “Go in peace.”
Then Moses took his wife and his sons and set them on a donkey. Moses took the 
rod of God in his hand. They began the long journey back to Egypt. 

quiz time
What miracle did God give 
Moses to help convince the 

elders to believe him?

quiz time
What reason did Moses 

give God for not wanting to 
return to Egypt?
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Questions
Here are some questions to think about or talk about as a family:

1. Do you think it may have seemed strange to Moses to know he had a 
Hebrew slave family, while he was being raised in the royal household of the 
Pharaoh of Egypt?

2.  If you were Moses, would you have wanted to know your parents, sister and 
brother?

3.  Why do you think Moses got angry when he saw one of the Hebrew slaves 
being beaten?

4.  Would you have been surprised to see a bush burning without being burned 
up? Would you have been surprised to hear a voice coming from the bush?

5.  Would you like to have a stick that would turn into a snake when thrown 
down? Would you be afraid of it? Do you think this was a miracle?

6.  Why was Moses afraid to return to Egypt? 
7.  Should we always obey God, no matter what He asks us to do?
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LifeHopeandTruth.com exists to fill a critical void in this world: the lack of understanding about the purpose of life, 
the lack of realistic hope for a better future and the lack of truth!

Neither religion nor science has satisfactorily addressed these issues, so people today are of divided opinions, 
confused or, worst of all, don’t care anymore. The ancient words of the prophet Isaiah ring so true today: “Truth is 
fallen in the street.” Why? Is it because God was right when He warned that humans are inclined to reject Him and 
usually choose not to know Him?

We are here for people who are searching for answers, who are ready to prove all things or who are hungry for more 
than what they’ve been taught most of their lives about God, the Bible, the meaning of life and how to live. We 
want to help you truly understand the good news of the gospel and fulfill Jesus Christ’s admonition to “seek first the 
kingdom of God and His righteousness.”

LifeHopeandTruth.com is sponsored by the Church of God, a Worldwide Association, Inc. It is supported by 
the generous contributions of donors and members of the Church around the world, who make it possible for 
everything on this site to be free of charge based on Jesus Christ’s statement, “Freely you have received, freely give.” 
You will never be charged or made to feel obligated for anything on this site.

The Church of God, a Worldwide Association, has congregations around the world in more than 50 countries, 
with headquarters in the United States near Dallas, Texas. To learn more about the Church, please visit our 
website cogwa.org. 
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