
| Josiah: the boy who became king  | 1

Josiah was only 8 years old when he became king. His father, Amon, was an evil king who 
worshipped idols. Amon’s own servants killed him. Josiah was very young, but he knew the 
people were sinning and worshipping false gods. He wanted to do the right thing and keep 
God’s laws. 
As Josiah grew older, he became more experienced and powerful. In his 18th year as king, 
he saw that the temple of God was in bad shape. He decided to repair it. He told the high 
priest, Hilkiah, to pay for the repairs out of the money collected at the temple. They hired 
carpenters, builders and stone workers. They bought wood and stone for the repair work.

finding the book of the law
One day, as Hilkiah was walking in the temple, he spotted a scroll. He picked it up and was 
surprised. He said to Shaphan, the scribe, “I have found the Book of the Law in the house of 
the LORD.” Hilkiah gave the book (written on a scroll) to Shaphan, and he read it. 
This book may have been hidden away in the temple for many years during the reigns of 
ungodly kings. Or it may have been just thrown aside, no longer used. It probably contained 
parts or all of the first five books of the Old Testament as written down by Moses. Most of 
the Bible as we know it today had not been written at this time.
Then Shaphan read the book to the king. 
When the king heard the words of the Book of the Law, he tore his clothes and cried. He 
knew these were God’s words written down in this book. And he knew God was angry 
because they had broken God’s laws.

A message from god
Then the king told Hilkiah, “Go, ask of the LORD about the words of this book. God is 
greatly angry with us. Our fathers have not obeyed the words of this book.”
Hilkiah took Shaphan and three others and went to Huldah the prophetess. 
She said, “The LORD God of Israel says, ‘Tell the king, I will bring trouble on this place and 
on its people because they have forsaken Me. They have burned incense to other gods. They 
have made Me angry with all the works of their hands.’”

After many years of evil kings, Josiah became king of Judah when he was 8 years old. 
Josiah loved and obeyed God, and God blessed him.

bible  stories

JOSIAH: THE BOY WHO  
BECAME KING

by Shelby Faith

quiz time
What did Josiah do 

when he heard the Book 
of the Law?



2 | Josiah: the boy who became king |

But God said to Josiah, “Your heart was right, and you humbled yourself before Me when you 
heard the words I spoke against this place and its people. You tore your clothes and cried. I 
have heard you. You will not see all the trouble I will bring on this place.”

an agreement with god
The king sent men to gather all the elders of Judah. The king went up to the house of the 
LORD with all the men of Judah. He read all the words of the Book of the Covenant that had 
been found in the temple. 
Josiah made a special promise to God. He would keep God’s laws with all his heart and all his 
soul. All the people also promised. 
The king commanded Hilkiah and others to clean out all the idols from the temple. They 
were burned up. Then he went to other cities in the land and removed all the priests who 
worshipped idols. He broke down all their idols, altars and high places where they worshipped. 
Then he returned to Jerusalem. 

a special passover
Now this was the time of the year when the Passover was to be celebrated. Josiah told all 
the people, “Keep the Passover to the LORD your God, as it is written in this Book of the 
Covenant.”
Such a Passover had not been held for many years. The king and all the people celebrated this 
season with great joy and thankfulness. 

no king like him
Josiah continued to remove all the evil priests, idols, wooden images and altars. He destroyed 
all the places where false gods had been worshipped. As long as Josiah reigned, the people kept 
the laws that were written in the Book of the Law. 
Josiah was a very special king. He turned to God with all his heart, with all his soul and with 
all his might. No king was like him afterward. This young king worked hard to bring his 
people back to God. 
This story can be found in 2 Kings 22-23 and 2 Chronicles 34-35.

questions
Here are some questions to think about or talk about as a family:
1. How old was Josiah when he became king?
2. What were the people doing that made God upset with them?
3. What did Josiah do when he saw that the temple needed repairs?
4. What did the high priest find in the temple?
5. What did Josiah do with all the idols and other bad things?
6. What did Josiah and all the people do when they found out about the Passover?
7. This Book of the Law may have contained the first five books of our Bible. What are the 
names of these books?

quiz time
What did Josiah 
promise to God?
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LifeHopeandTruth.com exists to fill a critical void in this world: the lack of understanding about the purpose of life, 
the lack of realistic hope for a better future and the lack of truth!

Neither religion nor science has satisfactorily addressed these issues, so people today are of divided opinions, 
confused or, worst of all, don’t care anymore. The ancient words of the prophet Isaiah ring so true today: “Truth is 
fallen in the street.” Why? Is it because God was right when He warned that humans are inclined to reject Him and 
usually choose not to know Him?

We are here for people who are searching for answers, who are ready to prove all things or who are hungry for more 
than what they’ve been taught most of their lives about God, the Bible, the meaning of life and how to live. We 
want to help you truly understand the good news of the gospel and fulfill Jesus Christ’s admonition to “seek first the 
kingdom of God and His righteousness.”

LifeHopeandTruth.com is sponsored by the Church of God, a Worldwide Association, Inc. It is supported by 
the generous contributions of donors and members of the Church around the world, who make it possible for 
everything on this site to be free of charge based on Jesus Christ’s statement, “Freely you have received, freely give.” 
You will never be charged or made to feel obligated for anything on this site.

The Church of God, a Worldwide Association, has congregations around the world in more than 50 countries, 
with headquarters in the United States near Dallas, Texas. To learn more about the Church, please visit our 
website cogwa.org. 
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