bible stories

Jacob is deceived by laban
After Jacob lied to get his father’s blessing, Esau wanted to kill him. Jacob escaped to
his uncle Laban’s place. There he found out what it is like to be tricked.
by Shelby Faith

Jacob had left his home and was going to Haran. That is where his mother’s brother, Laban, lived. As
the sun was setting, Jacob looked for a place where he could spend the night. He found a stone and
put it at his head. He fell asleep.

the ladder to heaven

Then he had a dream. There was a ladder reaching from the ground toward heaven. Angels were
going up and down on it. In his dream he heard God speak. “I am the LORD God of Abraham your
father and the God of Isaac. I will give to you and your descendants this land you are lying on.
“Also your descendants shall be as many as the dust of the earth. You will spread to the west and the
east, to the north and the south. And through your descendants all the families of the earth will be
blessed. I am with you and will keep you wherever you go. I will bring you back to this land. I will
not leave you until I have done what I have spoken to you.”
Jacob woke up. He said, “The LORD is here, and I didn’t know it. This is an awesome place. This
must be the house of God.”
Jacob got up early in the morning. He took the stone and set it up as a pillar. He poured oil on top of
it. He called the place Bethel, which means “House of God.” He set the pillar up as a memorial to this
place where God blessed him.

quiz time
What did Jacob
promise to give
to God?

Then Jacob said, “If God will be with me, so that I can return to my father’s house in peace, then the
LORD will be my God. I will give back a tenth to You of all that You give me.” The Bible calls giving
a tenth to God the law of tithing.

meeting Rachel

Then Jacob continued on his journey. He came to a well in a field. Flocks of sheep were lying nearby,
waiting to be given water by their shepherds. A large stone covered the top of the well. When the
flocks were all gathered there, someone would roll the stone off the top of the well. Then they would
give water to the sheep and put the stone back.
Jacob said to the shepherds, “Where are you from?”
And they said, “We’re from Haran.”
Then he said, “Do you know Laban?”
They said, “Yes, we know him.”
Jacob asked, “Is he well?”
And they said, “He is well, and his daughter Rachel is coming now with his sheep.”
While he was still speaking with them, Rachel came with her father’s sheep. When Jacob saw Rachel,
he went over to the well and rolled the stone away. Then he gave water to her sheep. Jacob was so
happy to find his mother’s family. He ran to Rachel and kissed her. He told her who he was.
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She ran and told her father. When Laban heard about Jacob, his sister’s son, he came out to meet him. He
hugged and kissed him. Then he brought Jacob to his house.
Jacob stayed with him and his family. He helped them, caring for the flocks and working in the fields.

working for laban

One day Laban asked him, “How can I pay you for your work?”
Laban had two daughters. The older one was named Leah, and the younger one was Rachel.
Rachel was beautiful, and Jacob had come to love her.
He told Laban, “I will serve you seven years if you will give me Rachel to be my wife.”
Laban agreed to this. So Jacob served seven years for Rachel. After the time had passed, Jacob said to Laban,
“Give Rachel to me as my wife, for I have served you these seven years for her.”
So Laban gathered everyone together and made a wedding feast. The wedding feast was to last for seven days.

laban’s trick

In the evening, when it was dark, Laban brought Leah (not Rachel) to Jacob. Jacob thought she was Rachel
and spent the night with her.
In the morning Jacob saw that she was Leah. He said to Laban, “What have you done to me? I have served
these past seven years for Rachel to be my wife. Why have you deceived me?”
Laban said, “It’s not our custom to give the younger daughter as a wife before the older one. If you will stay
with Leah for this week, then I will give you Rachel as your wife. But you will have to serve me seven more
years for her.”
Jacob agreed to this, and Rachel became his wife also.
Jacob had been tricked by Laban. Now he had two wives. God designed marriage to be between one man and
one woman (Genesis 2:21-25). Having more than one wife caused many problems for Jacob’s family.
Jacob probably remembered how he had deceived Isaac to get the blessing. Now he was learning about how
bad lies are. But God still had a purpose for Jacob. God would use all this to take Jacob further on his journey.

questions

Here are some questions to think about or talk about as a family:
1. What was Jacob’s dream?
2. What did he do with the stone when he woke up?
3. Who came to the well while Jacob was talking to the shepherds?
4. What did Jacob do when he saw Rachel? What did she do when she found out who he was?
5. How long did Jacob have to serve Laban before he could have Rachel as his wife?
6. How did Laban trick Jacob?
7.

Since Jacob lied to deceive his father and steal Esau’s blessing, do you think God was using this to teach
Jacob how harmful lying can be?

This story is found in Genesis 28-29. Read more about Jacob in the Bible Stories “Esau and Jacob and the
Birthright” and “Jacob and His 12 Sons.”
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About
LifeHopeandTruth.com exists to fill a critical void in this world: the lack of understanding about the purpose of life,
the lack of realistic hope for a better future and the lack of truth!
Neither religion nor science has satisfactorily addressed these issues, so people today are of divided opinions,
confused or, worst of all, don’t care anymore. The ancient words of the prophet Isaiah ring so true today: “Truth is
fallen in the street.” Why? Is it because God was right when He warned that humans are inclined to reject Him and
usually choose not to know Him?
We are here for people who are searching for answers, who are ready to prove all things or who are hungry for more
than what they’ve been taught most of their lives about God, the Bible, the meaning of life and how to live. We
want to help you truly understand the good news of the gospel and fulfill Jesus Christ’s admonition to “seek first the
kingdom of God and His righteousness.”
LifeHopeandTruth.com is sponsored by the Church of God, a Worldwide Association, Inc. It is supported by
the generous contributions of donors and members of the Church around the world, who make it possible for
everything on this site to be free of charge based on Jesus Christ’s statement, “Freely you have received, freely give.”
You will never be charged or made to feel obligated for anything on this site.
The Church of God, a Worldwide Association, has congregations around the world in more than 50 countries,
with headquarters in the United States near Dallas, Texas. To learn more about the Church, please visit our
website cogwa.org.
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