bible stories

GOD CHOOSES DAVID TO BE KING
King Saul disobeyed God and did evil, so God rejected him as king. Then God sent Samuel to
anoint a young shepherd named David to be the second king of Israel.
by Shelby Faith

King Saul was not a good king, and he had broken God’s laws. God was very displeased
with him. So God told Samuel that He had chosen someone to replace King Saul.
God said, “I greatly regret that I have set up Saul as king. He has turned away from
following Me, and he has not kept My commandments.”
Samuel was sad to hear this. He cried and called out to God all night. He hoped God would
change His mind (1 Samuel 15:11).
But God knew what was best for His people. So Samuel got up early the next morning
and went to Saul. He told him that God was taking the kingdom of Israel away from him
because of his sins.
Then Samuel went back to his home in Ramah, and Saul returned to his home in Gibeah.
Samuel never went to see Saul again. But Samuel still continued to mourn for Saul.

Going to bethlehem

God said to Samuel, “How long will you mourn for Saul? I have rejected him. Go to Jesse in
Bethlehem. I have found a king among his sons.” (You can find this story in 1 Samuel 16.)
Samuel was reluctant to do this. He was concerned that Saul might try to kill him if he
heard about Samuel anointing someone else to be king. God told him to take a cow and tell
people he was in Bethlehem to make a sacrifice.
So Samuel did what God said. He invited Jesse and his sons to come with him to make a
sacrifice.

NOT the one
quiz time
How does God choose
people?

Samuel began looking over the sons of Jesse. He started with the oldest son, Eliab. God
spoke privately to Samuel, telling him that this was not the one He had chosen.
God said to Samuel, “Do not look at his appearance or at how tall he is, because I
have refused him. For the LORD does not see as man sees. Man looks at the outward
appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.”
One by one, Jesse called his sons before Samuel. After bringing seven of his sons before
Samuel, Samuel told him that God had not chosen any of these young men.
Samuel asked Jesse if all his sons were there. Jesse said, “The youngest, David, is out
keeping the sheep.” So Samuel said to Jesse, “Send for him. We won’t sit down until he
comes.”
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David is the one

So Jesse sent for David. And God told Samuel, “Arise, anoint him. This is the one!” God had
chosen David out of all of Jesse’s sons.
Samuel took the oil and anointed David. The Spirit of the LORD came upon David from
that day on.
God gives His Spirit to those who obey Him. Saul refused to obey God, so God removed
His Spirit from Saul. Saul began to be troubled by another spirit that was not of God. Saul’s
servants saw that the king was being bothered by this spirit. They said, “Let us find a man
who plays the harp. When he plays music for you, it will soothe you and then you’ll feel
better.”

David serves saul

Saul told his servants to go find such a man. One of the servants told him that Jesse of
Bethlehem had such a son. “And the LORD is with him.”
So Saul sent messengers to Jesse. He said, “Send me your son David, who is with the sheep.”
And Jesse loaded a donkey with gifts of food and sent it with David to Saul.

quiz time
What did David do for
King Saul?

David came to Saul and served him. Saul loved him greatly, and David became the one who
took care of Saul’s armor.
Whenever the troubling spirit was bothering Saul, David would play his harp. Then Saul
would feel better.

finally king

David was young when God chose him to be the next king. But God allowed Saul to remain
as king for several years, even after He had chosen David to replace him. After Saul died,
David became king of Judah (2 Samuel 2:4).
Saul’s family and the northern tribes of Israel refused to accept David as king even though
God had chosen him. They fought against David. But God was with David, and their
armies were finally defeated. David became king over all Israel.
David began his reign as king when he was 30 years old, even though he had been anointed
king when he was young. He reigned as king for 40 years.

Questions

Here are some questions to think about or talk about as a family:
1. Who was the prophet who came to anoint David? Why was he reluctant to anoint a
new king?
2. Why did God choose David?
3. What was David doing when his father called him?
4. Which instrument did David use to play music for Saul?
5. Did David wait a long time to become king? What did he do while he was waiting?
What might he have learned?
Read the details of this story in 1 Samuel 16. You can read more about David in our Bible
story “David and Goliath.”
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