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King Darius set up 120 officials to be over his whole kingdom. He set up three gov-
ernors to oversee those men, and Daniel was one of the governors. He became well 
known to the king because of his service and wisdom. The king was thinking about 
making Daniel second to him in ruling the kingdom (Daniel 6).
The other officials and governors grew jealous of Daniel. They tried to find some-
thing to accuse him of. Then these men said, “We can’t find anything against 
Daniel unless we find something about the law of his God.”

A trap for Daniel
They went to King Darius and asked him to make a decree that no one should wor-
ship or pray to any god. Only the king was to be worshipped for 30 days. Anyone 
who did not obey this command was to be thrown into a den of lions. They knew 
that Daniel prayed to his God and would not worship the king.
King Darius signed the written decree. He didn’t know it was a trap for Daniel.
When Daniel knew the decree was signed, he went home. He knew that the officials 
wanted to find him breaking the king’s command so they could accuse him before 
the king. But he still went to his upper room and knelt down before an open win-
dow. He prayed and gave thanks to God three times that day, as he had done every 
day since he was very young.
The men were watching to see what he would do, and they found him praying. 
They immediately went to King Darius. They told the king, “Daniel is not obeying 
your decree. He is not worshipping you. He still prays to his God three times a day.”

Thrown to the lions
When the king heard this, he was sad and upset. He wanted to save Daniel from 
punishment. However, those men reminded the king about his decree. They told 
him, “When you make a decree, it cannot be changed.” 
So the king sent his servants to bring Daniel to him, even though he didn’t want to 
do this. The king ordered his men to throw Daniel into a den of lions. The king told 

Long after King Nebuchadnezzar died, the Medes and Persians took over. 
Under King Darius, Daniel was again tested on his faith, courage and 
obedience to God.
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Daniel, “Your God will deliver you.” But the king really wasn’t sure.
The king went back to his palace, but he could not sleep. He would not eat or drink 
anything. He didn’t want Daniel to be killed. 
The king got up very early the next morning and hurried to the lions’ den. He 
hoped Daniel was still alive. He called out to Daniel, “Daniel, has your God been 
able to save you from the lions?”

God shut the lions’ mouths
Daniel answered, “God sent His angel and shut the lions’ mouths, so that they have 
not hurt me.”
The king was happy that Daniel had not been killed by the lions. King Darius com-
manded that Daniel be brought out of the lions’ den. He was amazed to see that he 
was not hurt at all. Daniel was saved because he believed in God. 
The king then commanded that all those men who had accused Daniel be thrown 
into the den of the lions. They were killed that day by the lions.
King Darius praised God. He made a decree that everyone in his kingdom should 
worship the God of Daniel. Daniel was given back his position and had riches and 
power during the reign of King Darius and the reign of King Cyrus the Persian. 
Daniel lived out his life in Babylon. He was not able to return to his home in Judah. 
But God continued to bless him, and he was in favor with the kings of that time in 
history.
God used Daniel as a prophet. He gave him dreams and visions about what would 
happen to the kingdoms that were to come all the way up to today. 
Daniel served God all his days. He gave us a great example of how we are to obey 
God and have faith and courage to the end of our lives. 

Review and questions
Daniel did not obey the king’s decree to worship him. Instead he obeyed God and 
worshipped God only. Daniel knew he might be thrown in the lions’ den, but he 
still obeyed God. God blessed him for his obedience and saved him.
Here are some questions to think about or talk about as a family:

1.  What is one commandment Daniel obeyed in this story? 
2.  Can you think of times when you needed faith and courage to do the right 

thing?
Read more about this story in the article “Daniel 6: Daniel in the Lions’ Den.”

quiz time
What new decree did King 

Darius make?

http://lifehopeandtruth.com
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/understanding-the-book-of-daniel/daniel-6/


|  darius, daniel and the lions | 3

http://lifehopeandtruth.com


4 | Darius, Daniel and the Lions  | 

LifeHopeandTruth.com exists to fill a critical void in this world: the lack of understanding about the purpose of life, 
the lack of realistic hope for a better future and the lack of truth!

Neither religion nor science has satisfactorily addressed these issues, so people today are of divided opinions, 
confused or, worst of all, don’t care anymore. The ancient words of the prophet Isaiah ring so true today: “Truth is 
fallen in the street.” Why? Is it because God was right when He warned that humans are inclined to reject Him and 
usually choose not to know Him?

We are here for people who are searching for answers, who are ready to prove all things or who are hungry for more 
than what they’ve been taught most of their lives about God, the Bible, the meaning of life and how to live. We 
want to help you truly understand the good news of the gospel and fulfill Jesus Christ’s admonition to “seek first the 
kingdom of God and His righteousness.”

LifeHopeandTruth.com is sponsored by the Church of God, a Worldwide Association, Inc. It is supported by 
the generous contributions of donors and members of the Church around the world, who make it possible for 
everything on this site to be free of charge based on Jesus Christ’s statement, “Freely you have received, freely give.” 
You will never be charged or made to feel obligated for anything on this site.

The Church of God, a Worldwide Association, has congregations around the world in more than 50 countries, 
with headquarters in the United States near Dallas, Texas. To learn more about the Church, please visit our 
website cogwa.org. 
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