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Daniel was a young man of the tribe of Judah living in Jerusalem. Nebuchadnez-
zar, king of Babylon, came to Jerusalem and captured the city. The king took some 
treasures from the temple of God back to Babylon (Daniel 1).
King Nebuchadnezzar also took some of the young men of Judah to Babylon. They 
were taught the language spoken in Babylon. The king wanted young men who had 
wisdom, knowledge and understanding. He planned to teach them for three years 
so they could serve him.
Daniel was among those chosen, along with three of his friends. The Babylonians 
gave Daniel the name of Belteshazzar, but the Bible uses his Hebrew name, Daniel. 
His friends’ names were changed to Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-Nego. 

A test
The king wanted them to have his own special food and drink.
But they refused to eat the food that the king’s servant brought to them. (Some of it 
was probably unclean food that God commands us not to eat, as explained in Le-
viticus 11.) The servant set over them was afraid that they would not look healthy. If 
this happened, he knew the king would punish him.
Daniel told him, “Test us for 10 days and give us vegetables to eat and water to 
drink. Then see if we are well and healthy.” 
The servant allowed this. At the end of the 10 days, they looked better and healthier 
than those who ate the king’s food. From then on, they were given vegetables as 
they had asked.
God blessed these four young men and gave them knowledge and wisdom. Daniel 
also understood dreams. The king found them 10 times wiser and better than all 
the wise men, magicians and astrologers in his kingdom.

The king’s dream
Nebuchadnezzar had a dream that troubled him. Not one of his wise men could tell 
him what his dream was about. He became so angry, he ordered all of them killed. 
As the wise men were being killed, Daniel heard about this. He knew that he and 
his friends would be killed too. He went to the king and asked him for some time to 
make known the dream (Daniel 2).

This story shows the faith, courage and obedience of four young men taken 
captive by King Nebuchadnezzar. God blessed them even in Babylon.
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Then Daniel and his friends prayed and asked God to help them. God revealed the 
secret dream to Daniel. Daniel thanked God for showing him the king’s dream. 
Daniel told the king, “There is a God in heaven who reveals secrets. He will show 
you, King Nebuchadnezzar, what will happen in the latter days.” 
Daniel then told the king what his dream was about. 
“You saw an awesome sight. There was a great image standing before you that had 
a gold head with a silver chest and arms. Its belly and thighs were made out of 
bronze, and its legs were made out of iron. Its feet were part clay and part iron.
“While you kept watching, a stone was cut out of a mountain by invisible hands. It 
struck the feet of the image, breaking them into pieces. Then the whole image was 
crushed into tiny pieces and blown away by the wind. Nothing of the image was 
left. The stone grew into a great mountain that filled the whole earth” (Daniel 2:31-
35).

The meaning
Daniel told the king, “That is what you dreamed. Now I’ll tell you what it means.
“You are the head of gold. After you, another kingdom will be in power, but it won’t 
be as great as yours. Then a third kingdom will rule the earth. After that a fourth 
kingdom will rise up, and it will destroy all the other kingdoms. Then the stone 
that you saw in your dream will break all those kingdoms into pieces. There will 
be nothing left of them. God will set up His Kingdom that will never be destroyed, 
and it will last forever.”
This is a prophecy about the Kingdom of God that will come when Jesus Christ 
returns to the earth and sets up God’s Kingdom to rule all mankind in the right 
way (Daniel 2:36-45).
King Nebuchadnezzar fell on his face before Daniel. Then the king said, “Truly 
your God is the God of gods, the Lord of kings. He reveals secrets, since you could 
tell me this secret.”
The king made Daniel a powerful man, gave him rich gifts and set him up as a 
ruler of the whole area of Babylon. He was made chief over all the king’s wise men. 
Daniel asked the king to also give power to Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-Nego. 
They helped Daniel take care of Babylon.

Questions
Here are some questions to think about or talk about as a family:

1. Did Daniel and his friends do what was right even if it meant they could 
have lost their lives?

2. What happened when they refused to eat the king’s food?
3. Should you always do the right thing even if everyone else is doing the 

wrong thing?
Read more about Daniel in our article “Daniel the Prophet.”
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LifeHopeandTruth.com exists to fill a critical void in this world: the lack of understanding about the purpose of life, 
the lack of realistic hope for a better future and the lack of truth!

Neither religion nor science has satisfactorily addressed these issues, so people today are of divided opinions, 
confused or, worst of all, don’t care anymore. The ancient words of the prophet Isaiah ring so true today: “Truth is 
fallen in the street.” Why? Is it because God was right when He warned that humans are inclined to reject Him and 
usually choose not to know Him?

We are here for people who are searching for answers, who are ready to prove all things or who are hungry for more 
than what they’ve been taught most of their lives about God, the Bible, the meaning of life and how to live. We 
want to help you truly understand the good news of the gospel and fulfill Jesus Christ’s admonition to “seek first the 
kingdom of God and His righteousness.”

LifeHopeandTruth.com is sponsored by the Church of God, a Worldwide Association, Inc. It is supported by 
the generous contributions of donors and members of the Church around the world, who make it possible for 
everything on this site to be free of charge based on Jesus Christ’s statement, “Freely you have received, freely give.” 
You will never be charged or made to feel obligated for anything on this site.

The Church of God, a Worldwide Association, has congregations around the world in more than 50 countries, 
with headquarters in the United States near Dallas, Texas. To learn more about the Church, please visit our 
website cogwa.org. 
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